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Dear Parishioners, 

This is my eighth weekly letter to you as we enter a third month of physical restriction to our 

services. These limitations are clearly going to go on for some time yet. But there is much for 

which to be grateful. Our community has shone brightly in this dark time of need.  

While much of the parish team’s time has been taken adapting to new methods of operation and 

connection, we have been most impressed and pleased by the many parishioners who have taken 

the time to reach out to each other, to respond to needs they have noticed and to do so with 

such generosity.  

Jesus reminds us in this Sunday’s Gospel that whoever believes in him will perform the same 

works that he does, and indeed perform even greater works because he is with the Father. This 

has certainly been reinforced in my experience by the wonderful things I have heard happening 

in Box Hill this week. We have also received and taken up some wonderful suggestions to improve 

our live streamed Masses. 

The live streaming of Mass on the Catholic Parish of Greater Box Hill Facebook Page will 

continue. But with an eye to a staged return to physical presence at Mass, we have begun 

planning for that eventuality.  

Vince and Kathryn Fazio have completed Covid19 certification for the cleaning of public buildings 

and together with devising one-way traffic patterns, revising collection procedures and marking 

social spacing guides, we will be ready when Government regulations allow Mass attendance 

once again.  

We expect that live streaming will continue even after a return to physical attendance since 

numbers will likely still be limited to around 100 at St Francis Xavier and 60 at St Clare’s. We are 

working on how to live stream with minimal distraction to the congregation present yet provide 

maximum benefit for those who cannot be with us.  

Morning Tea on ZOOM at 10.30am on Sunday Morning has attracted a lively discussion and 

chance to chat with parishioners and visitors. The ZOOM Meeting ID: 288 646 3871 -  

https://zoom.us/j/2886463871 is the same as the credentials for our 5pm Friday afternoon 

Parish Chatroom. 
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Paper copies of the Parish Bulletin are available for pick up outside the Church (Front door at St 

Clares, Sacristy Porch notice board at St Francis Xavier) while on your exercise walk. Many have 

phoned or written to us expressing their gratitude for this means of keeping in touch.   

And others have taken advantage of the availability for the sacrament of Reconciliation. Fr Jossy 

and I are usually available. So if you will be passing, feel free to phone ahead and pop in. We are 

open for business.  Our telephone teams are continuing to ring and chat with those parishioners 

for whom we have no email address.  

 

Whitehorse Churches Care Ltd has been busy this past week. As a member of WCC Ltd, we are 

delighted to be helping with this outreach which has now been engaged by the Whitehorse 

Council to assist them with the delivery of State and Local Government assistance.  

  

For any other questions or comments you wish to make, please email me directly at 

tony.kerin@cam.org.au and I’ll do my best to respond to them.  

You are all remembered in my Mass and my prayers, 

 

Fr Tony Kerin EV PP 

Parish Priest 
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